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In memory of 
Mrs. Carol Kosman, A”H By Rabbi Dave

This Spring edition of News & Notes is 
dedicated to the memory of our dear Mrs. 
(Morah) Carol Kosman, our dear Rebbetzin. 
She passed away the day before Pesach 
at the age of 89. She stood side by side with 
Rabbi Kosman, zt”l, leading the Frederick 
community for more than 50 years as the 
beloved Rabbi and Rebbetzin.  

Mrs. Kosman grew up in Duquesne, Pennsylvania, 
and the Kosmans married in 1953. They moved to 
Frederick in 1961, taking over a very special shul, 
Beth Sholom. Together, they raised generations 
of Jewish families as well as their own “A-MAZE-
ING” seven children, their spouses, and many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. So many 
members of the Frederick community are at a loss.

You can read a sampling of some of the reactions 
upon hearing the news of her passing. These are 
only a few of the accolades that I received on the 
loss of this special lady:

Ellie Blumenthal Kinland: “Mrs. Kosman 
taught our children to love Judaism. She was 
amazing!”

Hugh Gordon: “I knew Mrs. Kosman for 60 
years. I was six years old when the Kosmans moved 
to Frederick. The Rabbi and the entire family 
exemplified the meaning of being Jewish for me. 
This breaks my heart.” 

Mel Pachino: “The world lost 
a true Tzadeket (a righteous 
woman). She will be sorely 
missed.”

Fay Kaufman: “Fond memories of a beautiful 
and soft-spoken lady and Rebbetzin. Sincere 
condolences.” 

Shulamis Heldoorn: “I am utterly devastated. 
Carol was my first Rebbetzin. She and the Rabbi 
were the people responsible for forming my vision 
of what Yiddishkeit is and who the Jewish people 
are and can be. She had tremendous influence on a 
large number of people, and I will always be proud 
and grateful to have been one of them.” 

Julie Farkas: “Baruch Dayan HaEmet. So sad 
to hear this news. Morah Kosman, as we all called 
her because she was our teacher, was a mother to 
so many of us who became religious in her home. 
May her memory and the love that we all have for 
her be a blessing.” 

Nathan Sadownik: “She was a lovely woman, 
gentle and compassionate.”  

Moshe Steinerman: “Very sad news. She taught 
me the aleph bais.” 

Alan Feiler: “She was truly a lovely, gracious 
person. Like the Rabbi. May their memories always 
be a blessing.” 

Gayle Goldberg: “Mrs. Kosman was a remarkable 
woman who influenced many people with her warm 
and caring ways. May her memory, as her life, be a 
blessing.” 

Jordan Hersh: “Shulie and I are so blessed to 
have joined the wonderful, heimish community 
that Carol and Rabbi Kosman built over so many 
years. Her neshama will always remain infused 

in this community.” 

If you would like to make a donation to the Shoresh Rabbi and Mrs. Kosman 
Memorial Scholarship Fund, please go to www.shoresh.com/donate/.

https://www.facebook.com/ellie.kinland?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3MzA2NDMxMzk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/hugh.gordon1?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3MzA3NjY5Mzk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/mel.pachino?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3MzA1MzQxODk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002049313279&comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3MzE1NjE0Mzk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/shulamis.heldoorn?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3MzIzODMyODk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/julie.farkas.50?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3MzMxMDE1Mzk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/nat.sadownik?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3MzMyMjUzMzk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/ilovetorah?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3MzQ4Njk1ODk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/alan.feiler.5?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3MzU4Mzk5Mzk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/hirsh.goldberg1?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3Mzc3NzEyODk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/jordan.hersh.1?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3MzgzMTg5ODk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.shoresh.com/donate/


I hope everyone is safe 
and well. I know things are 
a little challenging right now 
and I’ll talk about that at the 
end of my message. My first 
inclination is to be extreme-
ly positive because that’s 
how I was raised in my par-
ents’ home. Additionally, 
our founder, Rabbi Moshe 
Kosman zt”l,  was the most 
positive person ever, so I am 
constantly channeling my in-
ner Rabbi Kosman to keep a big smile on 
my face. 

Until the coronavirus situation fell upon 
us, Shoresh was really at the pinnacle in our 
programming. Our classes for the Davison 
Middle School Jew Crew (in Baltimore and 
Washington), the Fidler Teen Torah Center 
classes (in Frederick, Baltimore, Gaithers-
burg and Olney, Silver Spring, Ashburn and 
Leesburg, VA), as well as a college class, 
and adult classes were extremely well at-
tended and played to great reviews. We are 
proud to spread so much Jewish connection 
to so many attendees. 

Our annual Simchas Torah bash was 
truly amazing. Many people slept over at 
the campus while many others joined us 
for different meals in the Edelman Sukkah, 
danced with the Torahs or just came and 
spent some time with their Shoresh family. 
It really is my favorite chag of the year.

We had many Shabbatonim including 
ones in different cities with our camp fami-
lies, in addition to a pre-Israel trip Shabba-
ton at our beautiful campus.

The highlight of the whole fall and win-
ter program was our eighth Fidler TTC trip 
to Israel (see pages 8-9). Fifty participants 
- high school and college kids accompanied 
by our staff members - spent 10 days in the 
most fun, exciting, and spiritual setting.  
There is nothing like Israel that excites our 
teens to become more connected to Hashem 
and closer to the land of Israel. Thank you 
to our lead donors, long- time friend and 
supporter Charlotte Weinberg for her 
magnanimous challenge grant.  Additional-
ly, without Michael and Jennifer Klein 
this trip wouldn’t have been possible.  Many 
other donors stepped up in a major way and 
they all should receive much reward from 
the One Above. They have changed worlds 
and for that, they can be very proud!

Our Night of Entertainment was enjoyed 

by all. We had over 1,000 people attend and 
raised a record amount of funds for our fall, 
winter, and spring programming. Thank 
you to our Chairs, Perri Goldenhersh 
and Sarah Ottensoser, as well as their 
committee, the Lyric, and O’Fishel Caterers 
for making it a very special evening.  The 
participants could not have been more ef-
fusive in their praise. (See page 5 for just 
some of the wonderful feedback I received.) 

We also ran our own Purim festivities in 
Baltimore and joined others in Columbia, 
MD and Ashburn and Leesburg, VA. They 
were all so special and we cherish and love 
to join together with Jews from all walks of 
life to celebrate special times.

On a personal note, I have needed a knee 
replacement for many years, and I kept de-
laying the operation being that I didn’t have 
a four-month window for the major part of 
the recovery. I finally had the operation in 
the beginning of February. However, that 
meant I had to go to Israel with all of its 
rocky terrain, steps, etc. on a really bum 
knee. I thought for many months that I 
would not be able to attend and participate 
and it really broke my heart.  I contemplat-
ed daily, how can I miss this trip? How can 
I not be there with our teens as they par-
ticipate in the experience of a lifetime? So, 
I summoned my inner strength and went. 
I’m not going to lie - it was extremely pain-
ful, severe and challenging. 

I have to tell you though, that my wife 
Debbie, the teens, the staff, and my children 
took such good care of me. Just writing this 
brings me to tears. Everyone helped me on 
and off the bus, took my bags for me, helped 
me up and down stairs, etc. Such caring, 
loving mentches. The last day in Israel was 
very emotional. We were in Jerusalem, 
staying in the Old City and we were going to 
daven at the Kotel (the Western Wall). That 
would be our goodbye to the most holy area 
in the world. I couldn’t make it down to the 

bottom. I was cooked. I real-
ly had no strength left. I had 
resigned myself to missing 
this most important piece of 
the trip. Then I heard a knock 
at my door. It was Rabbi T, 
Alon Dek, and Rocky. They 
said, “We are taking you down 
to the Kotel - get ready!” For 
those of you who don’t know 
Rocky, he is the only one be-
sides me who has been on all 
eight Shoresh Israel trips.  He 

has not only been our shomer, our guard, 
but a very close friend, Rabbi, and mentor. 
The three of them escorted Debbie and me 
down some rough terrain in a wheelchair so 
that I could experience this most beautiful 
site before we left the Holy Land. I am truly 
blessed to have such caring, special friends. 

So, you see that it has been an amazing 
five months of programs and trips, now 
leading into our real apex, Camp Shoresh. 
Of course, we prepare all year long for our 
summer camp. We work on hiring the best 
staff in the country, plan schedules, recruit 
campers, as well as hire bus companies, buy 
Hershey Park tickets, reserve Guppy Gulch 
water park, work on learning themes, etc. 
But now we are at a standstill. Our staff 
and Board are still meeting via Zoom calls 
and trying to plan the summer, hoping and 
praying that this will all be over soon and 
that we can bring our 41st year of Camp 
Shoresh to more than 400 children and 100 
staff members. It’s hard being in a hold-
ing pattern. We can handle anything that 
comes our way during the camp season. We 
are very in tune and adept at helping our 
campers and their parents. But right now, 
anything we do or plan is based on the un-
known. That’s the hard part.

As we depart the beautiful Pesach sea-
son, I urge everyone to rededicate them-
selves to their families, reach out to friends 
who maybe you have not contacted in a 
while to let them know that you are still 
thinking of them. Last, but certainly not 
least, connect and reconnect to your beau-
tiful heritage that our Jewish bubbies and 
zaidies gave us and passed down to us for 
thousands of years. I hope your Pesach was 
meaningful.

Sincerely, 
Rabbi Dave



A Bloodless Coup and Silent Revolution
based on Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik

Picture the scene: The Jews have been 
enslaved, tortured, oppressed and beaten 
down for centuries. Families have been 
subjected to the murder of their young 
infants, mothers and fathers having to 
bear unspeakable horrors by day and by 
night. Finally, they are told that they will 
be liberated from Egyptian tyranny and 
slavery. They witness plague after plague 
wreak havoc with the Egyptians and 
their society. Their servitude is coming 
to an end. They are told to take a sheep, 
slaughter it in public to the shock of all 
of Egypt and smear the blood upon the 
doorposts of their homes. Additionally, 
they are commanded, “And you shall not 
go out, any man from the entrance of his 
house until morning” (Exodus 12:22). On 
the night of freedom, the slaves performed 
the movement of withdrawal, of recoil, of 
self-defiance and self-limitation. Freedom 
does not rid a man of his morals, but on 
the contrary, adds to his morals. The 
transition from slavery to freedom is 
very critical. The masters who exploited, 
tortured, humiliated, find themselves 
suddenly at the mercy of the slaves for 
whom they showed no concern, displayed 
no human emotion. The natural reaction of 
the slave who is suddenly freed is to avenge 

himself on the tyrant who murdered his 
baby, who assaulted and disgraced his 
daughter, who mercilessly beat him for 
any minor infraction of a nonsensical 
and sadistic rule. It is usually a bloody, 
ruthless, and vengeful transition. Fear of 
a slave upheaval haunted all the tyrants 
of antiquity, as well as those of modern 
times. Rebellion by slaves meant total 
destruction. History records many bloody 
and ruthless insurrections of slaves against 
their masters. Ancient Rome experienced 
twice or thrice a grim confrontation 
with slaves who had set themselves free. 
European history knows of the Peasants’ 
Rebellion in medieval Germany and of 
the bloody Cossack revolt in Ukraine. 
The stories about the cruelty of the rebels 
are blood chilling. They were eager to 
settle a long account of cruelty. Horrific 
massacres were typical. The brutish drive 
for vengeance, for gratification of the 
satanic in man, was irresistible.

Did anything of that kind happen on 
the night of the Exodus? Six hundred 
thousand slaves were liberated; Pharaoh 
came to Goshen to plead with Moses. The 
Egyptians were hysterical, moaning and 
crying: and there was a great outcry in 
Egypt, for there was no house in which 

no one was dead (ibid 12:30). The Jews 
were now the masters, the Egyptians the 
subordinates. The oppressors were at 
the mercy of their former slaves. Were 
Egyptian babies taken out of the embrace 
of their mothers and thrown into the 
Nile, as the babies of the slaves had been 
murdered? Did the Hebrew beat up his 
taskmaster, who just days ago had tortured 
him mercilessly? Did the liberated slaves 
set fire to the exclusive neighborhood of 
their former overlords? Did the teenagers 
at least smash the windowpanes of the 
offices where their taskmasters would 
assemble to plan restrictive and sadistic 
edicts? Nothing of the sort. Not one person 
was hurt, not one house destroyed.

The liberated slaves had the courage 
to withdraw, to defy the natural call of 
the blood. What did the Jews do in the 
hour of freedom? Instead of swarming 
the streets of Goshen, they were locked 
up in their houses, eating the paschal 
lamb and reciting the Hallel. It is unique 
in the history of revolutions. G-d, by 
commanding us to stay inside, was 
teaching us that we are to live on a higher 
moral plane, especially when mounting 
a revolution for our freedom. A timeless 
lesson re-experienced every year.

Welcome to new Shoresh 
Board President Alan Lazerow

By Rabbi Dave

Leadership is not about a title or designation. 
The supreme quality for leadership is, 
unquestionably, integrity and holding yourself 
responsible for a higher standard than anybody 
expects of you. 

At Shoresh, we are very blessed to have 
outstanding leaders who work hand-in-hand 
with Rabbi T, Phran, and me and the entire 
Board. It’s a curious thing but perhaps those 
whom are best suited to power are those whom 
have never sought it. This really defines our 
leadership. 

I am pleased to announce that John 
Davison will continue in his vital and crucial 
role as Chairman of the Board. John is the 
backbone of the organization and helps carry 
us through good and challenging times with his 
insights, advice, support, and his passion for 
the Jewish growth in our communities.

I want to thank Steven 
Attman who served as our 
President for the past five 
years. Steve led with vision, 
care, love, and a tremendous 
ability to work with others. 
We are thrilled that he is 
remaining in an important role 
of leadership as Immediate 
Past President.

The Orioles have had 
many great players in their 
rich history. One of the 
most notable was of course, 
Cal Ripken. He played from 1981-2001. He 
embodied the best of what’s good about baseball 
and the Orioles. He brought his ‘A’ game every 
day and is well-loved. He worked hard for his 
position in baseball lore. 

Some of my friends like to tease me that 
Alan Lazerow is our poster boy for Shoresh. 
The truth is, with having 3,800+ campers in our 
40-year history, we have many poster children 
that we are very proud of. However, the truth 

is, we do like to show off and 

publicize Alan in the Jewish 
community as he has come full 
circle at Shoresh. He started out 
at Shoresh when he was four 
years old as a camper preceded 
by his big sister Lanie,  
followed by his younger sister, 
Nina. His parents, Carl and 
Naomi, were, and continue to 
be, valuable members of the 
Shoresh family. It’s a real Hall 
of Fame family.

After many years, he 
joined the teen CITs, became 

a counselor, went on several Fidler Teen Torah 
trips, became a Board member, then a Shoresh 
parent (with his wife, Dr. Peggy, who met 
Alan at Shoresh) and now has risen to President 
of Shoresh. No one is more deserving of this 
position. Alan has lived the Shoresh mission 
his whole life. With his top of the line skillset, 
Alan is extremely qualified for this important 
role of leadership. He is our Cal Ripken. 

We thank Peggy, Jake, Libby, and Annie 
for sharing Alan with the Shoresh organization.



Oh, what a night! Just when you thought the 
Shoresh Night of Entertainment couldn’t get 
any better… it did! This year’s NOE featured 
two acts, the comedy-magic of Vegas star Ben 
Seidman and the hysterical comedian, Mark 
Schiff. Upon arrival, patrons knew something 
was different when they were greeted by a huge 
pair of roving Groucho Marx glasses and staff 
wearing shirts bearing eye charts that read: 
“Everywhere you look it’s all about the fun. 
Shoresh 2020.”

The evening began with a delicious 
reception for the event sponsors. During this 
hour and a half, VIPs dined on delicious food 
from O’Fishel Caterers, had an opportunity to 
purchase auction tickets, and were astounded 
as they interacted face-to-face with Ben 
Seidman.  

Ben’s opening act amazed the audience, 
ultimately mesmerizing Shoresh’s Chairman, 

John Davison, when his credit card was 
pulled out of a baggie of flour at the end of his 
set. 

Between the two acts a video was shown 
featuring three families who continually benefit 
from Shoresh’s year-round programming. The 
video was followed by a fast-paced live auction 
of four items run by the emcee for the evening, 
Bill Fox. Revenue from the live auction, along 
with the Chinese auction held in the lobby, 
goes to support annual programs.

The second act featuring Mark Schiff had 
everyone in stitches.

Thank you to event Co-Chairs, Perri 
Goldenhersh and Sarah Ottensoser whose 
guidance made this a spectacular fundraiser. 
Shoresh appreciates the contributions of 
all the event sponsors and everyone in 
attendance.





Did someone say off-season? Not for 
the staff of Shoresh! After all, as the motto 
says, “Going strong all year long!” Shoresh 
prides itself on being there for our campers 
and their families throughout the year, 
not just during the summer. This winter 
was no exception. 

In November, there were reunions 
in Baltimore, Montgomery County, and 
Virginia. Baltimore campers and staff met 
on a Saturday night at AMF for a fun-filled 
evening of bowling, followed by a late-

night nosh at Tov Pizza. Campers from 
MoCo met at Adventure Zone for a great 
jumping party, and Virginia campers met 
at Atomic Trampoline in Leesburg.

Reunion Shabbatonim were also held 
this past winter in the Silver Spring area. 
Over 50 people joined the members of the 
Shoresh staff in Woodside for a wonderful 
Friday night dinner. Special shout-out 
to former camper and current parent 
Rachel (Herzog) 
Kanovsky and her 

crew for the delicious meal. The Kemp 
Mill community was the location for the 
December reunion with over 120 people 
joining for Shabbos dinner.

Finally, Shoresh staff visited campers 
at their day schools. Rabbi Dave, Rabbi T, 
and Elisheva made the rounds to CESJDS, 
Berman, and Ohr Chadash.  Campers were 
so happy to see them and were looking 
forward to camp returning soon.



BERMAN HEBREW ACADEMY CHARLES E. SMITH JEWISH DAY SCHOOL

OHR CHADASH





YOM CHESED

In Pirkei Avos (Ethics of our Fathers) we 
are taught that the world stands on three 
things: “Torah, avodah (worship), and gimilus 
chasadim (acts of loving kindness).” The Shoresh 
Fidler Teen Torah Center trip to Israel was the 
perfect opportunity to inculcate all three. It was 
a given that there would be plenty of Torah and 
avodah during the 10-day trip, but would there 
be opportunity to give back to others during this 
jammed-packed trip of touring? The morning 
of the last day was set aside for Yom Chesed. 
Donning their special t-shirts, all the participants 
and staff were divided into three groups prepared 
to make a difference. One group packaged food 
for the needy at Yad Eliezer, another contingent 
assembled crutches at Yad Sarah, and the third 
group visited One Family Fund and wrote letters 
to survivors of terror. It was the perfect way to 
conclude this meaningful trip.

“Everything I learned from 
past years at camp became 
relevant and real in Israel.” – Ava 
R., Frederick

“My favorite activity was visiting the 
burial site of my forefathers. We recited 
Tehillim (psalms) there and I realized that 
there were things I needed to work on to 
better myself.” – Ethan K., Baltimore

“This trip was incredibly meaningful to my Jewish 
identity and helped to strengthen my relationship 
with Judaism and my community.” – Ella M., 
Gaithersburg

“I’ll never forget the moment when I first came up to the 
Kotel. I was able to feel the rich history of the Jewish people 
and a strong spiritual connection to the past.” – Eliav H., 
Baltimore

“My favorite part definitely was being in Jerusalem. Being able to 
walk in places my ancestors walked was truly inspiring to me.” – Jamie 
R., Frederick

 “This trip helped me expand my views on Judaism and now I try every day 
to put on my tefillin.” – Adam S., Germantown

“Being able to daven at the Kotel surrounded by my best friends and greatest 
influences was unlike anything I could have ever imagined.” – Zoe B., Olney

“Going to Israel didn’t show me a new place. It showed me my home that I had never 
been to before.” – Jonathan N., Ashburn, VA

“What I’ll remember most about this trip is surprisingly the bus rides: Seeing the beauty of 
the land, hearing its history, and making memories with the people around me.” – Chaviva N.,  
Frederick

“One of my biggest highlights from the trip was the day we went to Ein Gedi, Masada, and the Dead 
Sea. We started the day davening while watching the beautiful sunrise at Mitzpe Yericho and ended it 
with a surprise party in the middle of the desert with a BBQ!” – Yoseph S., Baltimore

“I really enjoyed going to the Kotel Friday night and davening.” – Alexa W., Frederick

“My favorite activity was our chesed projects on the last day. My group went to help package food boxes for the 
poor. It felt really great to give back.” – Sammy M., Ashburn, VA



By Ava Rowse

Throughout 24 years and eight Shoresh 
TTC Israel trips, we’ve experienced 
many changes. Yet through it all, there 
have been two things that remained 
constant. Our shomer (guard), Rocky 
(Yerachmiel Adam), and our Director, 
Rabbi Dave. Rocky and Rabbi Dave have 
led generations of Shoresh teens and 
adults in Israel in past years, but this 
past month, the group was together in 
America.

The first Shabbos in March, Rabbi 
Rocky and his wife, Michal, joined us 
for a beautiful reunion Shabbaton on 

the Shoresh campus. Trip attendees 
from even the very first one in 1996 
spent Shabbos with us - those who 
attended this past December 2019. 
Many of us went around the room at 
meals telling our favorite memories with 
Rocky. Whether it was Rocky’s startling 
strength, ability to connect deeply with 
each individual, complete prankster 
mentality, unwavering kindness, or 
inspiring words of Torah, everyone had 
a fond memory to contribute. 

Rocky gave a shiur (class) on the 
importance of progress when it comes 

to Jewish growth. He advised us all to 
choose one or two mitzvot to take on 
which will enhance our love for Hashem 
and Torah. He told us that no good deed 
is unnoticed by Hashem even if it doesn’t 
seem to be that big of a deal. 

I’m thankful that we had the opportunity 
to come together as a community right 
before we entered a time of uncertainty 
and change. Thank you, Rocky, for 
maintaining an active role in all of our 
lives and being wholly invested in our 
growth. 

CAMP SHORESH RECEIVES MESH GRANT
Camp Shoresh was among the 32 Jewish camps 
recently awarded $1 million to address mental 
health. The grant, funded by The Marcus 
Foundation, is an initiative of the Foundation 
for Jewish Camp that helps camps address the 
mental, emotional, and social health (MESH) 
of campers and staff. This is the first round 
of the $3.2 million Yedid Nefesh (Hebrew for 
“beloved soul”) initiative. Ninety camps from 
across the country applied.

The funds will allow Shoresh to hire a qualified 
mental health professional to direct counselor 
training and provide for wellness programs 
such as meditation, yoga, and journaling. 
Shoresh is pleased to announce that Tamar 
Livingstone, LMSW, will be filling this 
position to give support to the staff and 
campers that can use some extra guidance.



Baltimore Purim Bash

VA Sha’are Shalom PurimVA Beth Chaverim Purim

PURIM FESTIVITIES A PLENTY

Purim is a busy time for everyone, but especially our Shoresh crew. The 
Sunday prior to the holiday, we split up to be in many of the cities we 
support. Rabbi T and Liz Matson were at a Purim carnival at Beth 
Chaverim in Ashburn, Virginia, while Rabbi Dave represented not far 
away in Leesburg at Sha’are Shalom with Michal and Ava Rowse. 
Meanwhile, Phran Edelman was at Howard County’s Purim Palooza 
in Columbia along with Shelly and Marissa Schwartz. 

The next day, the Shoresh group was still partying it up at their first 
Purim Bash in Baltimore. For many years the Bash was held in Fred-
erick, this year it was celebrated with the Shoresh Baltimore families. 

Held at the Park Heights JCC, the evening began with the reading of 
Megillas Esther, masterfully recited by Rabbi T. The over 140 people 
in attendance shared in a delicious post-fast meal provided by Chef Dan 
(husband of our own Shoresh alumna, Shira Foley Neuman). The 
kids were entertained with music by DJ Dek (Yaakov Moshe Dek), 
balloon twisting, and face painting.  The following day Rabbi T went to 
a hospital to read the megillah to one of our Shoresh families, as well as 
to a store where the workers would not have otherwise heard it. Rabbi 
T continued the day doing chesed with Shoresh teens, Ethan Kaplan, 
Chanan Krupp, and Yoseph Seinfeld, driving around the commu-
nity to spread joy to some elderly individuals. All in all, Purim was not 
only fun, it was also quite meaningful.



The monthly Fidler Teen Torah Center Brew Crews were being held in their usual locations until COVID-19 put 
a stop to all group gatherings mid-March. But no virus was going to stop our teens from learning and socializing 
together. Enter Brew Crews with Zoom.  Rabbi Shlomo Buxbaum discussed unity and the theme of Pesach with 
the MoCo Brew Crewers. Rabbi T chatted about the Ten Plagues and gratitude with the teens from Gaithersburg 
and Frederick. Rabbi Dave held his Virginia Brew Crew a whole state away in Maryland. In April, all the various 
locations combined online to have joint gatherings. Not sure what the future holds, but this may be a new option 
for those who cannot attend Brew Crews in person going forward. 

With the onset of the coronavirus, the 
Shoresh staff knew that they had to step 
up and fill a void in Jewish education 
since the day schools and Hebrew 
schools would be closed. The first 
program created was S.O.S.: Shoresh 
Online Session. In order to help 
during this troubling time, each day one 
staff member would send a video (sent 
via e-mail to our camp families and 
posted on the Shoresh Facebook page) 
with a short d’var Torah pertaining to 
Pesach. It was not only an opportunity 
to share information, it also gave the camp families an 
opportunity to get to know the camp staff. The Fink family 
from Bethesda commented, “We’re really enjoying these 
videos. Thanks so much for sending them.”  

S.N.L.: Shoresh Nightly Learning 
was instituted to give chizuk (strength) 
to our Shoresh counselors and Israel 
trip participants. Every night beginning 
Monday, March 16, the group would log 
into the Zoom platform where Rabbi 
T would give a 15-minute class on 
Tehillim (Psalms.) This was especially 
meaningful to the Israel participants 
whom made it their goal to recite the 
whole sefer of Tehillim as a group 
several times over the course of the trip. 
As word caught on, every night different 

people would join the chessboard of faces, including many of 
the Adult Ed participants.

Please contact Rabbi T at rabbit@shoresh.com if you would 
like to join the SNL sessions.



ISRAEL:

“I wanted to write to tell you all how 
won-der-ful we all feel that you are once 
again planning to take the teens to Israel…
We wanted to send this donation for you to 
use towards the Israel trip from our family. 
Having the opportunity to participate in 
the Israel trip as a family was, without 
exception, the most meaningful experience 
our family EVER experienced together!”

NIGHT OF ENTERTAINMENT:

“I love Shoresh and wish you all great 
success in this fundraising effort and in 
everything you do for the Jewish people. I 
am gratified to be under the Shoresh tent 
and have a small share in what you do.”

MISC:

“I wanted to touch base - in speaking 
with my siblings about ways in which 
we can honor mom, we were hoping to 
sponsor a child to go to Shoresh for the 
summer (in honor of mom - we know 
it’s something she would love). We know 
how much it meant for her that I was 
able to go and how connected she was to 
Judaism. My nephew is also raising money 
for his mitzvah project and would like to 
contribute the money he raises to this as 
well.” 

“Our daughter started trop class 
tonight at the shul where she’ll be doing 
her Bat Mitzvah. The Cantor was telling 
them that you don’t say “Amen” to your 
own brachot and she said except for once 

during benching. In the car, our son added 
and if others are still benching and you 
finish and can hear them then you answer 
“Amen” but that’s it. The Cantor asked 
how she knew that..........Shoresh! The 
cantor was impressed and pulled me aside 
to tell me!” Then the whole car ride home 
was a discussion of T-Time.”

[Editor’s Note: ‘T-Time’ occurs during 
lunch at camp. Rabbi T (Tzvi Tuchman) 
comes in daily to ask a Jewish question. 
Each bunk attempts to answer the 
question.]

In memory of Norman Friedman, A”H    
By Rabbi Dave 

Throughout our entire lives we have the 
opportunity to meet so many kinds of 
people from all walks of life. Sometimes we 
meet people who can be a little negative. 
Obviously, they might have some challenges 
which caused them to be this way. We do our 
best to help these people and befriend them 
and try and help them on their journey. It’s 
not always easy to be around them but we 
do our best.

Then there are really positive people who 
you can’t get enough of and who you love 
being around. They have that something 
special and you are drawn to them. 

Finally, take that thought and multiply 
that by a thousand and you have Norm 
Friedman. What a dynamic, charismatic, 
awesome, and impressive man. 

I had the opportunity to meet Norm and 
his eishes chayil, Etta (may she live a long 
life and be well), when I hired their boys, 
Kenny and Ira (Maish was too mature for 
us). I didn’t know many families from 
Randallstown. It was like it was a distant 
city even though it was only 10 minutes 
away from Pikesville. 

Very quickly after they 
were hired, Kenny and Ira 
became rock stars, Hall of 
Famers. The reason they 
were so loved was because 
to them it was “all about the 
kids.” They learned to love 
all of Hashem’s children, no 
matter their background or 
how little they knew about their Judaism. 
Kenny’s wife, Marla, was a long-time 
Shoresh camper/staff member. 

Norm himself became observant as he got 
older. He came to appreciate the beauty of 
an observant lifestyle and passed it on to 
his family. The entire family was so positive 
and fun that people were drawn to them. 
Their house was always open to our Shoresh 
kids for a Shabbaton or Yom Tov. Our kids 
started to love their Judaism because of the 
Friedman family. 

Norm really missed his calling. He was a 
nonstop comedian with an edgy sense of 
humor like none other. At times I think 
I’m a funny guy, but I was never a match 
for Norm’s wit. He could bring it all day and 
all night. I would get tired out and he would 

keep going. He was the 
master and I was his willing 
student. 

I played softball in a 
competitive league for 
years in Randallstown. 
Many times I would have 
a Shoresh event right 
afterwards and I would not 

have a chance to go home and shower and 
change nor did we have any facilities yet at 
Shoresh where I could shower. So I would 
go to the Friedmans and shower there and 
every time Norm would give me such a hard 
time - all in fun. His great one-liners and 
wit made me feel so welcome but also made 
me feel like I needed to leave a tip for the 
maintenance crew there!

He was most happy as a Zaidy. All 4 of his 
grandchildren are long-time campers and 
his oldest Gittel is going to be a first-time 
staff member. He taught me great lessons in 
being a Zaidy. He would be one of the few 
people who could get us to venture a smile 
during this pandemic.

I miss my friend Norm. 



Shaya Katz was a CIT at Camp Shoresh two years, 
and a counselor for four summers. He enjoyed 
teaching fellow CITs and counselors his age 
who were eager to learn. His favorite counselors 
were the ones who were willing to grow in their 
own Judaism, along with their campers. “The 
counselors who weren’t afraid or embarrassed to 
grow, a la Rebbe Akiva, were the ones that made 
the greatest impression on the kids, and on me. 
To never be ashamed of growing in your avodas 
(service to) Hashem in any environment.”  He 
added that “Shoresh was a place where I had 
to become comfortable sharing Judaism with 
others. It gave me the opportunity to feel pride 
about mitzvos that I had done my entire life. I had 
never even tried to fully appreciate the Judaism 
I practiced on a daily basis until I was put into a 
position to show them to others. It was, in many 
ways, the predecessor for much of the teaching I 
would later do and continue to do today in our 
shul - instilling within my congregants not only 
the how but the why - what makes the mitzvos we 
know so meaningful.”

Shaya and his wife Rikki live in Detroit with 
their three kids: Dovi (5), Elka (3), and Asher (1). 
Shaya is the Rabbi of Young Israel of Oak Park.

Yisrael Katz attended camp for two summers 
as a CIT, then worked as a counselor for five 
years. Yisrael has many great memories of 
camp, but his favorite is one that “I’ve been 
sworn to secrecy on!” The one he can put in 
writing was Prank Wars. He had so many great 
counselors and co-counselors that he could not 
single any out. 

Yisrael is in charge of all the regional 
programming for Southwest NCSY (National 
Conference of Synagogue Youth) and runs the 
Denver chapter. He has worked with NCSY for 
close to eight years and is thankful for Shoresh 
for helping him. “There is no better training 
ground for someone that wants to work with 
adolescents or teenagers, even families overall. 
As a staff member, Shoresh teaches you a love 
for Judaism, not in the standard sense but a 
love for Judaism that inspires you to teach it 
to others. I have taken the fundamental pieces 
that I learned at Shoresh everywhere. I will 
always remember the roots that started me on 
the path to where I am now.”

He lives in Denver with his wife Jamie and their 
two daughters, Chana (5) and Bella (1). 

Eli Katz cannot recall how long he was at camp, “in the 10 year range. I believe 4 of those years 
as a camper and the remaining 6 or so years as a counselor.” Eli has many wonderful memories 
during his summers at Shoresh. He truly loved learning each morning with his campers. “Though 
it was only 30 minutes of the day, the campers were always eager to learn and engross themselves 
in the learning and those campers were a big reason why I went into education. Seeing them 
brighten up when they figured something out in our learning was always a great experience to 
have as a teacher and at Shoresh it happened many times.” 

He shared that he had so many incredible counselors.  He singled out Rabbi T as being a great 
role model (even though he was not his counselor). “Rabbi T taught me an immense amount 
about how to conduct oneself as a Ben Torah in a professional environment…Though I want to 
note that I worked for many great role models at camp whether it was Alon Dek, Rabbi Dave, 
Rabbi Stein, or Mo, it was not hard for me to find a great role model at camp. One of the 
most impressive staffs I have ever worked for… My time as a camper was great and my time as a 
counselor was equally as great because of the people who make the whole thing go.”

Eli and his wife Kayla have been living in Bala Cynwyd, PA. He has been a history teacher in 
Philadelphia at Kohelet Yeshiva for the past three years. This year he will be moving to the NY 
area to serve as the Athletic Director at the Ramaz Upper School. 

Dani Katz attended Camp Shoresh for 
around 10 years. His favorite memory of 
camp was when they were going to camp 
one morning with Becca Friedman driving 
the van and they stopped at the farm close 
to camp. They visited it quickly before the 
owners started yelling at them to get off. 
Alon Dek was his favorite counselor because 
he understood the idea of a counselor, 
especially when it came to CITs. He added 
that “he always tried to beat me in basketball. 
Not sure it ever happened though!”

Dani is completing his senior year at Yeshiva 
University. He recently married Rivka 
(Lindenblatt) who works at Kroll Bond 
Rating Agency (KBRA) in NYC.

Rachel (Katz) Radzyner was a camper 
at Shoresh for one year and returned 
several years later to be a counselor for 
two summers. Her favorite memory at 
camp was when she was an assistant 
counselor for the CITs. When they 
went to Kings Dominion, the CITs were 
allowed to walk around without her, so 
she walked around with her co-counselor, 
Tamar Frydman, and joined up with 
some of the other older, cool counselors. 
“I had never gone on a roller coaster 
before but was too embarrassed to tell 
the rest of the counselors. So, the first 
time I went on a roller coaster was as a 
Shoresh counselor!” 

She really looked up to her counselors 
Tamar Frydman (who eventually became 
her co-counselor) and Hennie (Gibber) 
Zolty. “They definitely inspired me as 
I continued on as a counselor myself! I 
only narrowly avoided going on a roller 
coaster that summer...” Rachel added 
that she loves keeping up with Shoresh 
and only wishes the camp the best as it 
continues to grow and teach more Jewish 
campers.

Rachel lives in Passaic, NJ with her 
husband Ben. They have three boys: 
Chezky (7), Simcha (5), and Gavi (2.5). 
She has a Master’s of Political Science and 
has worked for the federal government 
for almost 12 years. She recently went 
back to school and hopes to graduate law 
school this summer. 



A son, Ephraim Zechariah, to Sarah (Greenblatt) and Yair Klein

A son, Asher, to Devorah & Shlomo Buxbaum

A daughter, Eden Hadar, to Reeut (Evgey) and Nadav Singerman

A son, Henry, to Jillian and Anatoly Smolkin

A son, Shlomo, to Lila (Halpern) & Binyamin Besser

A daughter, Naomi, to Jessica Flynn & David Hensel

A daughter, Mila Jane, to Rachel & Zach Alter

A son, Asher Jay, to Kori & Michael Attman

A daughter, Quinn Emily, to Sophie (Faygenblatt) & Richard Cohen

Tamar (Edelman) & Moshe Reches

Chani (Altman) & Ben Kreitman

Shira Malka (Meister) & Akiva Katz

Rebecca Kraut to Evan Kominsky

Jamie Brest to Michael Dwyer

Naomi Berman to Josh Finkelstein

Daniella Fishman to Sender Gross

Blimi Feder to Yehuda Bloom

Margery Miller: “I am heartbroken to learn 
of Mrs. Kosman’s passing to the spiritual 
world. Her loss in the physical world will 
be felt deeply by those who knew her and 
admired her, as the wonderful role model 
she was. To her family, I can only extend my 
sincere sympathies and condolences. May 
her memory be for a blessing. Difficult to say 
today, BDE. She influenced me and my life 
and my sons’ lives in so many ways.” 

Elise Saks: “Such sad news, Rabbi Dave. 
I am terribly sad to hear of the passing 
of Morah Kosman. I grew up in Frederick 
and had the pleasure of knowing Rabbi 
and Morah Kosman, A”H, for over 35 years. 
She was my first Hebrew school teacher in 
the old downtown synagogue in Frederick. 
So many wonderful memories of her; a 
true ִיל   .(woman of valor) ֵאשֶׁת ַחֽ

Sharon Nicholas: “When I heard the news 
this morning that Mrs. Kosmon had passed 
away, I cried. She was a beautiful woman 
with a gentle soul. She taught me so much.  
She was my children’s Morah. Both she and 
Rabbi had a huge impact on my family. She 
will be missed very much.”

Andrea Kandel Gardner: “She taught me 
how to read Hebrew when I was in 3rd grade. 

She was my Morah. I’ll always remember her 
sitting in the back (right side, I believe) of the 
Shul on 2nd Street.” 

Steve Stern: “She was the most beautiful, 
caring, loving person. She and the Rabbi were 
my first teachers of Jewish culture and history. 
She was a blessing for all the thousands of her 
students. She always welcomed me into her 
house for Shabbat and we all are better for 
knowing her. To her many loving children and 
grandchildren, please know we mourn beside 
you. Her memory is a blessing.”

Everyone truly loved her.

Finally, I had a deep, special relationship with 
Mrs. Kosman. My brother, Sam, married 
Dvora Kosman when I was in 11th grade 
and from that special union, I was (and still 
am) blessed to be connected to the Kosmans. 
After Sam and Dvora got engaged, I spent my 
first Shabbos at the Kosmans. They had five 
tables in their main dining room. 35 people 
were there for each meal. I told my brother, 
“Wow! All these people came for you guys.” 
He replied, “I don’t think so; I heard this 
happens every Shabbos!” And the more I 
got involved in Shoresh, the more I realized 
how true this was. The Rabbi acted as the 
Director of the show, but Mrs. Kosman was 
the Producer. She produced so many tasty, 
delicious dishes. Normally, you would think 
there were 10 people in the kitchen helping 
her, but no, she did it all herself! She loved to 

laugh. She was a quiet powerhouse. I would 
say a lot of crazy things over the years at her 
table and she never embarrassed me. She 
would just say, “Oh, really.” :-)

My cousin Devora Gradon runs a 
special chessed for the seniors in the Baltimore 
community in memory of her dear mom. My 
mother, may she live and be well, and Mrs. 
Kosman liked to go to the luncheons and 
lectures. I had the opportunity to address the 
group in January. I knew Mrs. Kosman only 
had the koach (strength) for the lunch portion 
and then she would quietly leave. However, 
this day was different because she saw that 
I was speaking so she stayed. I knew at this 
point that I was going to change the direction 
of my message. I spoke the entire time about 
her and the Rabbi – the Frederick community 
and beautiful stories about the Shoresh kids 
which brought her tremendous nachas, joy 
and her beautiful smile. Little did I know, this 
would be the last time I would see her. I was 
so blessed to have this opportunity to tell her 
how I felt about her.

She was a true Eishet Chayil (a woman of 
valor) in every way imaginable and will truly 
be missed.

If you would like to make a donation to the 
Shoresh Rabbi and Mrs. Kosman Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, please go to www.shoresh.
com/donate/.

In memory of 
Mrs. Carol Kosman, A”H
Continued from page 1

https://www.facebook.com/margery.miller.7?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3Mzg3OTQ1Mzk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/elise.saks?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3NDA4NDE3Mzk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/sharon.nicholas.161?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3NDc0MzAwODk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/andrea.f.kandel?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3NDk4MDc4ODk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/steven.s.stern?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDoxMDE1NzE3MzAxMjE1ODk5N18xMDE1NzE3NTE4MjA2ODk5Nw%3D%3D
https://www.shoresh.com/donate/
https://www.shoresh.com/donate/
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